spleen. The book is well illustrated with many excellent microphotographs which allow relatively easy cytohistological correlation. In addition, both traditional Papanicolou and also Romanovsky staining procedures are comnpared. Where relevant, normal anatomical and histological features and a brief description of the embryology of individual organs are included at the beginning of the various sections.
Although there is a tendency to oversimplify the problems of cytodiagnosis in areas where conventional histological biopsy is known to be fraught with indecision, the book offers a clear insight into the field of fine needle aspiration and a guide to interpretation. J Among the many schemes-Health Maintenance Organizations, sponsored at present by employers, the unions and universitiescost savings ofup to 40% could be demonstrated. The large Kaiser-Permanente programme started as such a scheme. They warranted more experiment and probing to find answers to the problems of how to pay less, or how to receive more for what we pay.
America is not beholden to any 'isms'. By groping pragmatically they may stumble upon a new and more adequate ideology. The Ambassador believes though that we may find, problem by problem, that there are solutions which allow us to keep society more voluntary than it would be, either under the rule of the unfettered market or the rule of the all pervasive state.
This was the ninth in the series of Edwin Stevens Lectures for the Laity made possible through the generosity of Mr and Mrs Edwin Stevens, which have become one of the major occasions on which the Society attempts to promote discussion of important matters currently ofconcern both to the medical profession and to the general public.
A capacity audience of some 200 distinguished guests included former Presidents of the Society, Presidents of the Royal Colleges, former Stevens lecturers, and representatives of the Diplomatic Corps, the government, the arts, the press, industry and the professions. Ambassador Brewster's thought-provoking handling of the topic produced lively discussion in the audience both at the lecture and at the supper party which followed at Chandos House.
An abridged version ofthe lecture will appear in the Journal, and the full text and summing up will be published separately by the Society.
MICHAL SMITH
Council Member, Open Section
